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Hamburg 2018 G21 Parade

Event

G20 parade is formed by anti-globalization people for opposing the G20 summit (an
international forum form by 20 countries) organized in 2017 and in 2018, there is also a
parade this year.

Process & Location

When we arrived at Hamburg, we went to Hafenstrafle and laid down on the grass nearby
the street to wait for the G20 crew walks by.

We were waiting for half an hour. Suddenly some bass noise was fade in and caught our
attention. We, as the pedestrians, thought that there was an event coming up so we went to
the bridge which crosses the main traffic line. Some people were already standing on the
bridge to find out what is happening. We stand on the bridge and look at the main street. The
crew was still having a far distance with us, but we already heard the bass was playing and
was already caught a lot of people’ attention from the sidewalk, bar and grass ground. As the
crew came closer the music become clearer.

When the crew passed through and underneath the bridge that we were standing, we
heard loud music and saw people were walking and dancing for about 20 minutes. We looked
around not also people from the crew but also the pedestrians from the bridge and sidewalk
and bar.

After the crew passed over the bridge, one of my friends suggested that we follow the
crew since he wanted to join in and feel the atmosphere. We followed behind at the ending
session of the crew and looked around as a participant perspective for about 15 minutes and I
left the crew at the Reeperbahn S Bahn station.
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Crew Zoning and Organization

A police crew with one police car were placed at the beginning of the crew and at the end
of the crew. The crew was separated with roughly 5 to 6 zone. Each Zone had one truck
which was playing music and people mainly focused nearby the truck. A few people brought
their own bicycle with the loudspeaker and played the music in between each truck.
However, the trucks were the main element to form out the layer of the parade.



Atmosphere

The atmosphere mainly built up by the car and crowd with walking street view that
created the new way to experience the city. The music is the tool to emphasise the crowd (If
you walking without music, it would be a sad moment and lack of power) and gave a new
perspective to experience the city which the city and the crowd had the interaction with each
other: You can walk through the traffic lane to view the city in a different way. On the
opposite, the traffic lane did not look and feel the same which have a new function of
becoming a powerful party pavement (a super long and large dancing platform) and parade
site. However, Music was not the main element of giving a new perspective but music with
the traffic lane, truck, sign, crowd and city view become the best combination of “new
perspective”. In addition, the bass of the music is very strong and can bring people’s attention
even before the crowd walk pass by. People who already stood on the bridge to wait for the
crowd pass by because of the bass which brought them the curiosity about the event.
Therefore, the bass is also the main element to give the event a powerful feeling.

Music type

The different car was playing different house and techno song. Each car had their own
style with the performer or just placed with some big speakers. For instance, the truck I
observed when we following behind had been attached two big speakers at the end of the
truck with one DJ having a mixer to play music. It became a very fancy moving performance
stage.

On the other hand, some bicycle was playing strong bass house music, dubstep, and
hardcore. It is obvious that the chosen music was dancing and party music in order to bring
out the whole atmosphere of the event.

Dancing in the city and crowd

Dancing with a group of people was not seem to be the idea happened at the event.
People mostly were walking freely within each session of the crew team and would not
suddenly go to another session. It is clear that the truck was the main element in leading the
people and form out the layer of the crew. However, the assumption of dancing more if
people are closer to the truck has not been found out. The main reason was the people were
walking (walking is the main function of the event) at the parade event and people want to
just dance whenever they want to but not dancing in a specific “dancing zone” or “dancing
platform”. Therefore, some people danced much more even they are in between two truck.
Music in the event was mainly leading people to walk instead of dance.

There were many small desk or meter box on the pavement for people to stand upstairs
and lift their both hand and jump which indeed caught some people’s attention. There was no
specific type of music they are dancing and they danced from their heart and followed the
music thythm to shake, twist while walking (Fancy movement for me). Some people only
danced when the music reached the drop. One people were also holding a drum box for
playing music beat. People who danced lifted their hand up and some people who are more
into the dance were shuffling their leg. All in all, not all the people were dancing. Most of
them were holding a beer walked and followed the music truck and chatting.

Crew and Pedestrians

At first, the bass is the main element to caught people’s attention before the crew arrived.
However, most of the pedestrians did not dance with the music when the crew was passing
by. They only watched the event with curiosity and use their phone to take some photo. In my
opinion, the pedestrian is also the part of the event. It represents the audience to observes and



experience the idea of the event (although the idea of the event is not clearly shown). It also
let the crew express their feeling with them in order to create the interaction but the
pedestrians were passive participants. The event itself looked like a big performance stage for
audiences to observes and interact. On the other hand, some participant sent some flyers to
the pedestrian in order to send out the event’s messages. After the event pass through the
bridge, few pedestrians also joined in and followed behind the crew and did attract people to
join in.

My reflection

The interaction between city and crowd and the interaction between truck and people is the
main focus for me to observe. Although The format of using truck music to leading people
and the style of the event is very new to me, as a Hong Kong People, this event reminds me
the 2014 umbrella movement in Hong Kong. People were occupying the city and were
singing to express their want of democracy. The main feeling for me is we can experience the
city and people in a different way which can’t normally be observed. This is a new way of
seeing the city and experience the city which you can walk through the city in a different
atmosphere and perspective. A city normally is full of noise and busy, but this event combine
with music and crowd gave me a new perspective of the city. However, the main idea the
event wants to express cannot be easily shown and clear. After the whole crew passed
through, I still cannot get the idea they want to express. There was not much sign or yelling
some loud message. All in all, the overwhelming mood was more carnival than
demonstration which gave a remarkable city view for people and the music play in the car
indeed emphasis the whole event.



