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Style:
•Genre:	
•Classical,	Jazz,	Blues,	Pop, Gospel	

• Instrument:
•Piano

• Sang with her thought ,her situation



<Become Famous>
I	Loves	You	Porgy (1958)

<Fight>
Mississippi	Goddam (1964)
Strange	fruit	(1965 rendition)

<Find	yourself>
Ain't Got	No,	I	Got	Life(1968)

<Lost>
Don‘t	Let	Me	Be	Misunderstood (1964)
Why The	King	of	Love	is	Dead?(1968)

<Return>
My Baby Just Cares for Me (1958,1987)



Early	life & become famous:
Childhood:
-Poor Family
-Play piano in Church (Gospel genre)

Young:
-Denied by the Curtis Institute of Music
-Worked in a small bar and started to sing

Success:
-I	Loves	You	Porgy (1958), Little Girl Blue(1958)
-married	Andrew	Stroud
-Sing pop music



I	Loves	You	Porgy (released originally in 1935)

Produced by: Porgy	and	Bess
music	by	George	Gershwin	

(American	composer	and	pianist)

lyrics	by	Ira	Gershwin
(An	American lyricist, big brother of george)

Porgy(novel of African	American	culture)

Nina’s recording is Top	20	pop	hit	in	U.S.



I	Loves	You	Porgy (1958)
• I	loves	you,	Porgy
Don't	let	him	take	me
Don't	let	him	handle	me	and	drive	me	mad
If	you	can	keep	me
I	wanna stay	here	with	you	forever	and	I'll	be	glad
• Yes,	I	loves	you,	Porgy
Don't	let	him	take	me
Don't	let	him	handle	me	with	his	hot	hands
If	you	can	keep	me
I	wants	to	stay	here	with	you	forever
I've	got	my	man
• Someday	I	know	he's	coming	to	call	me
He's	going	to	handle	me	and	hold	me	soon
He's	going	to	be	like	dying,	Porgy
When	he	calls	me
But	when	he	comes	I	know	I'll	have	to	go



Fight

16th	Street	Baptist	Church	bombing

The civil rights movement(1945-1968)

-She feel unsatisfied
-She choose her role



Mississippi	Goddam - 1964
-Song	written	& performed	by Nina Simone

-Her “first	civil	rights	song”
Recorded: New	York	City,	live	at	Carnegie	Hall

Label: Philips Records





Mississippi	Goddam - 1964
•Yes you	lied	to	me	all	these	years
You	told	me	to	wash	and	clean	my	ears
And	talk	real	fine	just	like	a	lady
And	you'd	stop	calling	me	Sister	Sadie

•Oh	but	this	whole	country	is	full	of	lies
You're	all	gonna die	and	die	like	flies
I	don't	trust	you	any	more



Find	yourself



Ain‘t Got	No,	I	Got	Life - 1968
• I	ain't got	no	home,	ain't got	no	
shoes
Ain't got	no	money,	ain't got	no	
class
Ain't got	no	skirts,	ain't got	no	
sweater
Ain't got	no	perfume,	ain't got	no	
bed
Ain't got	no	man

• Ain't got	no	mother,	ain't got	no	
culture
Ain't got	no	friends,	ain't got	no	
schoolin'
Ain't got	no	love,	ain't got	no	
name
Ain't got	no	ticket,	ain't got	no	
token
Ain't got	no	god

• Hey,	what	have	I	got?
Why	am	I	alive	,	anyway?
Yeah,	what	have	I	got
Nobody	can	take	away?

• Got	my	hair,	got	my	head
Got	my	brains,	got	my	ears
Got	my	eyes,	got	my	nose
Got	my	mouth,	I	got	my	smile
I	got	my	tongue,	got	my	chin
Got	my	neck,	got	my	boobies
Got	my	heart,	got	my	soul
Got	my	back,	I	got	my	sex



I am not non-violent!



Lost

•Her husband beat her
•Feel like nothing change
•Lonely
•Press by record company
•Assassination	of	Martin	Luther	King	Jr.



Don‘t	Let	Me	Be	Misunderstood - 1964

•Genre: Jazz, Blue

• song	written	by:	
•Bennie	Benjamin,	Horace	Ott(after	a	temporary	falling	
out	with	his	girlfriend), Sol	Marcus	

•Pianist:	Nina	Simone



Don‘t	Let	Me	Be	Misunderstood - 1964



Why?(The	King	of	Love	is	Dead) - 1968
• Once	upon	this	planet	earth
Lived	a	man	of	humble	birth
Preaching	love	and	freedom	for	his	fellow	man

He	was	dreaming	of	a	day
Peace	would	come	to	earth	to	stay
And	he	spread	this	message	all	across	the	land

Turn	the	other	cheek	he’d	plead
Love	thy	neighbor	was	his	creed
Pain	humiliation	death,	he	did	not	dread

With	his	Bible	at	his	side
From	his	foes	he	did	not	hide
It’s	hard	to	think	that	this	great	man	is	dead	(Oh	yes)



Return



•My	baby	don't	care	for	shows
My	baby	don't	care	for	clothes
My	baby	just	cares	for	me
My	baby	don't	care	for	cars	and	races
My	baby	don't	care	for	high-tone	places



• 15 Grammy nomination

• Awarded an honorary diploma from the Curtis Institute of Music



What do you think about Nina Simone?

• Documentary Recommendation: What happened, Miss Simone?

• Thank you!


